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Convocation Speech by President Karen Barnes – June 2018 

 

Good morning and welcome to our many guests – [name of special guests]; former Yukon College 

chancellors; institutional partners; and all of our esteemed guests, faculty, staff, family and friends, and 

most importantly, Yukon College graduates!  

I would like to acknowledge the Kwanlin Dün First Nation and Ta’an Kwach’an Council, on whose land 

we are holding this event. Thank you for the welcome. As well, we’re pleased to have Yukon College’s 

Elder-in-Residence join us today – Shirley Adamson. Thank you for your support and encouragement of 

Yukon College students! And to all of you who have helped make this ceremony memorable for today’s 

grads, I would also like to extend a thank you. YOU are the support system that has helped these grads 

get where they are today. Thank you for contributing to their success!  

I want to start off by saying to our graduates that we KNOW it has taken great effort to achieve the goal 

you are celebrating today. We are very proud of your achievement and your ability to stick with your 

studies. Congratulations! You are now part of the Yukon College Alumni circle.  

YOU are the stewards of Yukon’s future. You are graduating at a time when Canada is increasingly 

focusing on the North. Incredible things are happening at Yukon College. Keep watching, as over the 

next five to seven years, you’re going to see significant changes. As a college that is breaking trail in the 

North, we’re gaining attention in climate change research, Indigenous education excellence, sustainable 

resource development, and perhaps most importantly, our transition to Yukon University, scheduled for 

Spring 2020.  

I think the best way to illustrate where we’re going is to tell you a few stories.  

Let me start by telling you about someone I met only today. Joe came to the Yukon from Guelph, 

Ontario. He had completed a Bachelor of Arts in English Literature from the University of Ottawa a few 

years earlier and knew he needed to fine-tune his educational interests in order to get the job of his 

dreams in the sciences. He and his girlfriend wanted to try living in the North – an exciting part of 

Canada they had dreamed about visiting. When they found out that Joe’s girlfriend could study aviation 

in Whitehorse, the decision was made. Joe marvels at the experience: “It’s been only a year and we’re 

LOVING it! The material in my program was so applicable to the land we live on and the small class sizes 

made for an excellent learning environment!” Joe and his girlfriend are an excellent example of the sorts 

of students we increasingly see at Yukon College – 30% of our students already have a post-secondary 

education credential and are coming to the Yukon for a northern experience. You’ll hear a little more 

about Joe later in today’s program.  
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And here’s a story about a student who is already gaining notice for his inventive problem-solving 

strategies. Pelly Vincent-Braun is an athlete and accomplished whitewater canoeist. He went on a week-

long canoe trip where the battery on his IPod died. What did he do? Pelly invented an electric hydro 

charger for just this sort of situation! He won the Yukon/Stikine Regional Science Fair and an entrance 

scholarship to Yukon College, later accumulating a couple more science fair medals. Today he’s 

graduating with a welding Pre-Apprentice Certificate and next month he represents Yukon at the 

National Skills Canada Competition. Good luck Pelly! 

Once in a while a star student becomes one of our colleagues. David Silas is one such example. David, 

from Pelly and the Selkirk First Nation, is graduating with a Bachelor of Science in Northern 

Environmental and Conservation Sciences. David has been working with Yukon College for over a year as 

the First Nations Engagement Advisor and is turning heads across the country with his passion for 

integrating Indigenous research priorities into the work that’s taking place at Yukon College.  

Amber Paulson and Vlastimil Adam are two other outstanding students who both work as 

Administrative Assistants at Yukon College, one a graduate from Office Administration and the other 

from Business Administration.  

Lastly, we’re attracting students from around the world as well – students who will contribute to the 

Yukon. Take, for example, Steve Kinoshita, the first graduate from the Aviation Management Diploma. 

Steve came to the Yukon directly from Japan for this program. He’s been working on logging flight hours 

and his studies for the last two years. He has a bright future in the skies of the Yukon!  

And Anjali Bali is a leader among her peers. Anjali has been providing support and guidance to her fellow 

Indian students for the past two years. Today this star student is graduating with a certificate in Liberal 

Arts. She is planning her future with Yukon First Nations or the environment.  

Times are changing rapidly and Yukon College is growing and changing in ways that will benefit 

Yukoners, now and into the future. Wear your Yukon College alumni status proudly. Before long, you’ll 

be able to call yourselves Yukon University alumni! Won’t that be great?! 

Please join us as we move forward, either as active alumni, as returning students, or maybe even as 

employees! Good luck in your future adventures and stay in touch. We want to hear about the great 

things you are doing. Now go forth and make the world a better palace!  

 

 


